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Times of Trinity
Dear People of Trinity – 
My family is in the thick of moving into a house that is new to us. While serving at Saint 
Peters of rural Audubon, we lived at the parsonage near the church – so leaving that call 
means we get to experience home ownership again.  This is both exciting and terrifying. It 
is exciting because we wanted to invest in our own place again and we also wanted our 
boys to have some memories there before they are done with high school.  It is terrifying 
because making an investment in a house feels like a big deal.  You want to make the right 
choice but there are so many variables at play and so you just make the most informed 
decision you can. 

In addition, there’s the emotional weight of packing & going through things we have collected over time. The bath 
toys that the boys still used when we arrived at the parsonage seven years ago now collect dust on a shelf in the 
bathroom. Do we pack them up for the sake of memories or pass them along to some other young kids? The tiny 
soccer jerseys, the old skateboards, the little superhero costumes – so many good memories.

So, I have been thinking a lot about change – both in my life at home and in our life at Trinity. Things continue to 
change so much every week at Trinity! The construction is looking great! The call committee has met and is 
getting their work underway! I am thrilled to see all that is unfolding here and can’t even imagine how different 
things will be in just a few short months.

But then I remember that just as I feel the emotional weight of packing up our house and how tiring that change 
can be, you all must feel a similar weight and weariness as you undergo all the changes here. The business of 
“becoming” is hard work. There is also grief that comes with letting go of how things used to be – even as you 
move toward all the excitement of all that you have dreamed and planned, and there is a sense of being “in the 
dark” as we don’t know yet how all the dreams and plans will look when all is said and done.

Barbara Brown Taylor writes, “...new life starts in the dark. Whether it is a seed in the ground, a baby in the womb, 
or Jesus in the tomb, it starts in the dark.” (from her book, Learning to Walk in the Dark)

As the days are getting darker and shorter, as we move through these seasons of change, we remember that God 
is with us in the darkness and always leading us toward the dawn and new life.  Be gentle with yourself and any 
grief or uneasiness you feel in any times of change or upheaval – all those feelings are normal – but God’s peace 
that passes all understanding will also be with you. We are not alone and God will show us the way. All is well. 

God bless you and keep you in these autumn days and always - Pastor Ruth 



 - TIDBITS from Teri - 
▶ DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ends at 2 am on Sunday, Nov. 7.  Move clocks back one hour.

▶ Thanksgiving Baskets – We are accepting donations of food items or monies.  Please read more in this 

     newsletter.

▶ Office hours –The office is normally open Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm (minus a hours around noon), 

     However, some Fridays the office may close early so please check with Teri if you need to come in or talk. 
▶ ALTAR GUILD is easing back into helping set up/take down Communion, filling candles, changing banners 

     and altar cloths (when needed).  More volunteers are needed!  Please contact Connie Edwards if you have 

     questions or wish to volunteer – 847-3212. 
▶ We are utilizing a new way for signing up to help with Worship through Sign up Genius. It integrates the 

    previous monthly/quarterly Service Groups with technology.  Please watch your emails and/or texts to sign 

    up. Or you might get a phone call!  Or just call the office to volunteer.  

     ~ If you would like to volunteer to be on a ‘Reserve’ list of Worship helpers, please let the office know. 
▶  At the SWO (Synod Women’s Organization) virtual Conference, it was announced that 4 of the SWO 
     $500 Scholarship Recipients were: Hannah Hagen, Zack Oistad, Sarah Tangen, and Taryn Wendt!  

     Also the Mary Magdalene Award went to Judy Fankhanel and Aletha Hein.  CONGRATS TO ALL!


Pastoral Visits 
It is a privilege to come 
alongside you, hear your 
stories and pray with you. 
In this ever-changing 
Covid time, with hospitals 
and care centers suddenly 
limiting visitors, we want to 
remind you pastors are usually allowed to visit. 
We encourage you to call the church office if 
you are hospitalized or would like a home visit 
or a phone call from Pastor Ann or Pastor Ruth. 

Trinity's COVID Response Return Team 
The Return team met on October 18th and has decided we will 
continue the use of masks in worship for the time being. We do 
this to ensure the safety and comfort of those most vulnerable in 
our midst. We recognize that being in an enclosed space for an 
extended amount of time as we are in worship, we need to 
exercise caution.  Also, wearing masks allows us to sing together 
with some measure of safety. Thank you for continuing to wear 
masks in worship at Trinity.


The Return team has decided to allow food to be served in our 
Fellowship Hall, although we still do not have ovens that work 
due to construction. Masks are not required in the fellowship hall 
but encouraged for groups over 50. We also loosened some of 
the restrictions on passing the offering plates in worship and the 
wearing of gloves while distributing communion. The program 
staff is discussing the implementation of these updates.

The Call Committee has formed and has met once. They have begun their work and will 
provide updates as they begin the process of finding Trinity’s new called Senior pastor.  
Please keep the Call Committee in your prayers, and watch upcoming newsletters for 
updates on this exciting process!  The Call Committee includes Terry Carlisle, Brent Gerber, 
Jodi Hatch, Amy King, Carmen Nodsle, Kaitlyn Siewert, and Ed Welke.




 

Children & Youth Ministry

It’s time for a kids’ movie night! It will be all about 
the Grinch and his story! Parents are welcome to 

sign up to stay and help with the night or have a night 
out...maybe you have some Christmas shopping to 

do! It will be a fun and safe night for the kids at 
church! Dinner will be provided. 

Who: 4 years old (potty trained please) to 5th grade  

Where: Trinity’s Fellowship Hall

When: Friday, December 10th from 5:30-8:00pm 

What: A night with supper, a movie and other activities

How to Sign Up: Sign up your kids on our online form at 
www.trinitylutherandl.org! Adults and youth are also 
welcome to sign up to help!


SIGN UP DEADLINE: Wednesday, December 8th

Kid's Movie Night!

Thanksgiving Break 

No Education/Youth Activities 

Wednesday, November 24

& Sunday, November 28


Happy Thanksgiving!   
Enjoy time with family & friends! 



The month of October saw a ton of work on the building structure completed. Most of the 
completed work on the building was interior concrete flooring, exterior walls and roof, and 
framing work. There was also work done to the parking lots and sidewalks. All the 
engineering problems of tying the new construction to the existing building were solved.


In November, the remaining exterior work will be completed. The windows, brick work, 
metal panels, and roof will be finished. Once the interior of the building is protected from 
the rain, the sheetrock will be hung and the HVAC, plumbing, and electrical will be 
roughed-in.


As always, please use caution around the construction and call ahead if you need assistance gaining access to the 
building.


Written By, Shawn May


